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HONITON 

RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


annual  IReport 

of  the  flDcMcal  ©fftcer  of  Ibealtb  for  1025. 


My  Lord,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you 
my  Annual  Report,  and  which  deals  with  Public 
Health  matters  and  the  Sanitary  Administration 
of  your  District  during  the  year  1925. 

In  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  the  report  this  year  will  be 
known  as  a survey  report,  and  which  is  only 
presented  once  in  five  years. 

Natural  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Rural  District. 

Area  . . . . . . 73,054  acres. 


Population 
No.  of  Parishes 


Physical  Features  and  Character  of  the  Area. 


No.  of  Inhabited  Houses 


Data  Unavailable. 


No.  of  Families  or  separate  Occupiers  . . 
Rateable  Value  and  sum  represented  by 


a Penny  Rate  . . £97,781,  £265  2s.  lid. 
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Vital  Statistics. 

The  total  amount  of  Poor  Relief  expended  in 
the  Rural  Area  for  1925  was  £1,553  Is.  lOd. 

The  only  free  Hospital  accommodation  is  the 
Workhouse  Infirmary  at  Honiton  ; a large  number 
of  cases  go  to  the  Royal  Devon  and  Exeter 
Hospital  at  Exeter. 

During  the  period  which  this  report  covers 
there  has  been  no  serious  outbreak  of  Notifiable 
Infectious  Disease.  Influenza  has  been  very 
prevalent  during  part  of  the  winter  months,  and 
seems  to  come  with  remarkable  persistency  every 
winter  ; the  attacks  appear  to  vary  in  virulency, 
and  it  seems  to  me  that  every  four  or  five  years 
we  get  a very  virulent  epidemic,  to  be  followed 
in  the  succeeding  years  with  epidemics  of  much 
less  intensity. 


Birth  Rate  Table. 


1921  . . 

207 

per  1,000  births. 

1922  . . 

18-5 

) > > > 

1923  . . 

195 

) > * > 

1924  . . 

155 

> ) > > 

1925  . . 

156 

) } > > 

The  Birth 

Rate  remains 

much  the  same  as 

1924,  but  with 

a slight  upward  tendency,  148 

Births  being  registered  as  against  145  in  1924. 

67  males,  81  females,  including  one  illegiti- 
mate female  birth. 


Death  Rate  Table. 


The  number  of  Deaths  registered  from  all 
causes  were  97. 

42  males.  55  females. 


This  is  a slight  decrease  on  1924,  when  115 
were  registered  from  all  causes. 


1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

1925 


13  6 per  1,000 


144 


y y 


102 

12'2 

103 


y y 

y y 

y y 


Infantile  Mortality. 

Infantile  Mortality  (under  one  year)  shows  a 
decrease  : 2 deaths  as  compared  with  4 in  1924. 


1921 

1922 

1923 


Infantile  Mortality  Table. 

11  deaths  1924  . . 4 deaths 

9 deaths  1925  . . 2 deaths 

2 deaths 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 


Deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  show  a 
marked  decrease,  viz.,  6 deaths  as  compared  with 
10  in  1924. 


Tuberculosis  Death  Table. 

1921  . . 6 deaths  1924  . . 10  deaths 

1922  . . 4 deaths  1925  . . 6 deaths 

1923  . . 8 deaths 


Deaths  from  Cancer. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  show  a slight  decrease, 
viz.,  14. 

Cancer  Death  Rate. 

1921  . . 15  deaths  1924  . . 18  deaths 

1922  . . 18  deaths  1925  . . 14  deaths 

1923  . . 13  deaths 
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(2)  Extracts  from  the  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year. 


M. 

F. 

Births  )Lgitimate 

67 

80 

1 Illegitimate 

0 

1 

Deaths 

42 

55 

Number  of  Women  dying  in,  or  in 
consequence  of  Childbirth 

1 

Other  causes 

0 

Deaths  of  Children  under  one  year — 
Legitimate,  2.  Illegitimate,  0. 


Infantile  Death  Rate. 


1921 

• • 

59'4  per  1,000  births. 

1922 

• • 

53-8 

1923 

• • 

16*7  ,,  „ 

1924 

• • 

27'6 

1925 

• • 

20'6 

Deaths 

from  Measles  (all  ages)  . . 

0 

) y 

y y 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

1 

y y 

y y 

Diarrhoea  (under  two  years 

of  age) 

0 

(3)  Notifiable 

Infectious  Disease  during  the  Year. 

Total 

Disease.  Notified. 

Admitted 
to  Hospital. 

Deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever  . . 

3 

0 . . 

0 

Diphtheria 

1 

0 

0 

Enteric  Fever  . . 

3 

. . 3 

0 

Puerpural  Fever 

1 

0 

1 

T uberculosis— 

(a)  Pulmonary 

10 

2 

6 

( b ) Non-Pulmonary 

1 

0 .. 

1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

0 

• * 0 • 0 

0 

Causes  of  Death 

Table. 

MALES. 

FEMALES. 

From  all  Causes 

42 

55 

Whooping  Cough 

0 

1 

Influenza 

1 

2 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory 
System  . . 

3 

. . 3 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

1 

0 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease  . . 

6 

8 

Rheumatic  Fever 

0 

1 

Diabetes 

1 

0 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  &c.  . . 

1 

3 

Heart  Disease 

9 

. . 11 

Arterio-sclerosis 

3 

0 

Bronchitis 

3 

4 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

2 

2 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

1 

1 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

0 

1 

Congenital  Debility  and  Mal- 
formation, Premature  Birth 

0 

1 

Other  Deaths  from  Violence 

1 

1 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

9 

. . 13 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

0 

2 

Total  Deaths  of  Infants  under 

1 year 

1 

1 

Housing. 

See  Special  Report  at  end. 


6 


Rivers  and  Streams. 

The  constant  pollution  of  the  River  Otter  by 
the  Honiton  Sewage  Works  is  now  abated,  and 
with  the  new  sewage  works  in  operation  I feel 
there  will  be  no  further  cause  for  anxiety. 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the 

Rural  District. 

Hospitals  provided  by  the  Local  Authority 

or  County  Council. 

Tuberculosis,  provided  by  the  County  Council. 

Smallpox,  do.  do. 

Maternity. — There  is  no  Hospital  provided  for 
Maternity  Work,  with  the  exception  of  the  Work- 
house  Infirmary  at  Honiton. 

Children. — Do.  do.  do. 

Fever. — The  District  have  their  own  Fever 
Hospital,  financed  by  the  Rural  Council,  consisting 
of  a small  Hospital  of  5 beds,  situate  at  Doncombe, 
Sidbury.  This  has  been  found  quite  sufficient  for 
our  needs  during  recent  years,  but,  of  course, 
could  not  cope  with  a big  epidemic,  and  has  the 
disadvantage  of  being  able  to  nurse  one  class  of 
Fever  at  a time.  A Resident  Nurse  is  kept  at  the 
Hospital. 

Other  Hospitals. — There  are  no  other  Hospitals 
available  in  the  Rural  District,  and  the  majority 
of  cases  go  to  the  Devon  and  Exeter  Hospital  at 
Exeter. 

There  is  no  provision  for  unmarried  mothers, 
illegitimate  infants,  and  homeless  children,  the 
Workhouse  being  the  only  alternative  accommoda- 
tion available. 


Ambulance  Facilities. 

Infectious  cases  are  removed  to  Hospital  by 
means  of  the  Council’s  own  Ambulance.  Non- 
Infectious  cases  and  Accidents  are  dealt  with  by 
an  Ambulance  financed  by  the  Red  Cross  and 
stationed  at  Honiton. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centre. 

Maternity  not  provided. 

Child  Welfare  provided  by  the  Local  Com- 
mittee at  Honiton. 

Day  Nurseries  not  provided. 

Tuberculosis  provided  by  the  Devon  County 
Council  at  Ivybank,  Exeter. 

Venereal.  Treatment  provided  by  the  Devon 
and  Exeter  Hospital  at  Exeter. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  a part-time 
official. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  is  a whole-time  official, 
who  is  also  the  Food  Inspector. 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

Two  District  Nurses  are  employed  by  the 
Nursing  Association  for  maternity  and  general 
nursing  at  home,  with  infectious  cases  excepted. 
There  is  no  provision  made  for  nursing  infectious 
cases  at  home,  and  the  District  Nurses  are  not 
allowed  to  do  this  work. 
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Midwives. 

The  control  and  inspection  of  Midwives  is  now 
undertaken  by  the  County  Council. 


Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Infectious  Diseases. 

Infectious  Diseases  generally  during  the 
period  1920-1925. 

During  the  period  under  review  we  have  been 
extraordinarily  fortunate  in  having  no  severe  out- 
break of  Infectious  Notifiable  Disease,  and  I am 
firmly  convinced  that  this  steady  improvement 
which  has  taken  place  during  the  past  15  years, 
during  which  period  I have  been  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  is  solely  due  to  the  great  improvements 
in  the  sanitation  of  the  Area  and  the  constant 
supervision  of  village  water  supplies. 

I feel  convinced  that  with  the  improved 
supervision  of  milk  supplies  and  the  slaughtering 
of  tubercular  cattle,  we  are  going  to  greatly 
reduce  the  number  of  notifications  received  under 
the  Tuberculosis  Order. 

Diphtheria  Antitoxin  is  used  by  all  the 
Medical  Practitioners  in  this  Area. 

Encephalitis  Lethargica. — Only  three  cases 
have  been  notified  in  the  period  under  review. 
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No  return  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  have  been 
notified  me,  and  only  two  cases  of  Malaria. 

No  cases  of  Dysentery  or  Trench  Fever  have 
been  brought  to  my  notice. 

The  County  Authorities  undertake  the  Bac- 
teriological Work  for  the  District. 

No  primary  or  revaccinations  have  been  per- 
formed by  me  under  the  Public  Health  Smallpox 
Regulations,  1917. 

N on-notifiable  Disease. — It  is  rather  difficult 
to  report  on  this,  as  the  only  basis  to  go  on  are 
the  report  of  absences  from  school  supplied  by 
the  Head  Teacher,  and  I have  no  statistics  to 
work  upon  for  the  period  under  review. 

Influenza,  as  I have  reported  elsewhere  in 
my  report,  appears  to  visit  us  in  cycles  of  varying 
intensity.  During  1925  three  deaths  were 
definitely  attributed  to  this  disease. 

Cancer. — I am  sorry  to  report  Cancer  still 
claims  a large  number  of  deaths  every  year, 
although  I am  glad  to  say  that  taking  the  period 
under  review  there  has  been  no  marked  increase 
in  the  deaths.  It  averages  about  14  deaths  per 
population  annually. 

Verminous  Premises. — I hope  before  my  next 
Annual  Report  my  Council  will  adopt  Part  4 of 
the  Public  Health  Act,  1925,  so  that  we  shall  be 
in  a position  to  deal  more  thoroughly  with  ver- 
minous premises  and  children. 
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Notifiable  Infectious 

Disease 

during 

1925, 

excluding 

Tuberculosis. 

Total 

Admitted 

Notified. 

to  Hospital. 

Deaths 

Smallpox 

0 . . 

0 . 

. 0 

Scarlet  Fever 

3 

0 

0 

Diphtheria 

1 

0 . 

. 0 

Enteric,  including 

Paratyphoid 

3 .. 

3 . 

. 0 

Puerpural  Fever 

1 .. 

0 . 

. 1 

Pneumonia 

7 

0 . 

. 4 

All  arrangements  for  Treatment  of  Tubercular 
Patients  who  desire  Sanatorium  Treatment  are 
made  by  the  County  Authorities. 

I believe  more  patients  could  be  induced  to 
accept  Sanatorium  Treatment  if  the  Hospitals 
were  situated  nearer  their  homes.  As  it  is,  all 
Tubercular  Patients  have  either  to  go  to  Ivybank, 
at  Exeter,  or  Hawkmoor.  This  means  a long 
journey  for  their  friends.  I am  of  opinion  that  a 
Tubercular  Hospital  situated  in  East  Devon  is 
very  desirable.  Before  the  War  a scheme  to  do 
this  was  launched,  and  land  bought  for  the  purpose, 
but  I understand,  on  account  of  the  cost,  it  has 
been  held  up  since. 

I have  much  pleasure  in  appending  my 
Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 
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Sanitary  3n0pector'$  annual  IReport,  1025* 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District. 

Water  Supply. 

There  is  no  general  water  supply  to  this 
District,  and  only  one  Water  Company  supplies 
any  part.  This  is  the  Sidmouth  Water  Company, 
Ltd.  ; 90  per  cent,  of  this  Company’s  water  is 
obtained  in  the  Parish  of  Sidbury,  from  springs 
at  the  head  of  the  River  Sid.  They  have  the  right 
to  supply  water  to  a certain  area,  which  includes 
the  whole  of  Sidmouth  and  part  of  Sidbury  and 
Salcombe  Regis,  but,  unfortunately,  their  liability 
is  limited  to  supply  only  by  gravitation  ; there- 
fore, the  greater  part  of  the  area  cannot  be 
supplied,  and  recently  the  Water  Company  has 
refused  to  supply  the  Council  houses,  which  is 
only  170  feet  above  sea  level.  The  Company 
refuses  to  take  any  steps  to  provide  water  for 
the  higher  parts,  and  therefore  there  is  only  one 
way  of  overcoming  the  difficulty,  and  that  is  by 
the  Council  buying  the  Company  out  and  improv- 
ing the  works. 

There  is  a good  supply  of  water  in  the  Sid 
Valley,  and  if  it  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Honiton 
Rural  District  Council  it  could  be  made  efficient. 

Salcombe  Regis. 

The  village  of  Salcombe  Regis  has  been 
supplied  with  a water  system  by  the  Rev.  J.  G. 
Cornish,  who  owns  a great  deal  of  the  property  ; 


a spring  in  the  Valley,  yielding  75,000  gallons 
per  day,  has  been  used  by  means  of  a ram  to 
lift  up  6,000  gallons  per  day  to  the  top  of  Soldier’s 
Hill,  250  feet  high,  and  all  the  houses  in  the  old 
village  now  have  a good  supply  of  water. 

Combe  Raleigh. 

The  Borough  of  Honiton  obtains  most  of  its 
water  from  this  Parish,  yet  have  refused  to  supply 
a house  that  was  erected  near  the  water  main. 
The  Honiton  Town  Council  are  proposing  to  take 
more  water  from  Combe  Raleigh,  and  the  Rural 
District  Council  should  take  steps  to  see  that  the 
interests  of  the  Parish  are  protected. 

Sheldon. 

There  has  been  a great  difficulty  in  this 
Parish  for  many  years  in  supplying  water  to  the 
houses  on  the  top  of  the  hill,  including  the  Schools, 
but  during  1925  a scheme  was  carried  out  in 
which  water  is  raised  by  means  of  a ram  to  a 
reservoir  erected  on  the  top  of  the  hill,  the  Schools 
and  houses  being  supplied  by  gravitation. 

Buckerell,  Yarcombe  and  Cotleigh  have  village 
pumps  which  are  repaired  by  the  District  Council, 
and  they  appear  to  have  given  satisfaction. 

The  remaining  Parishes  are  supplied  by  wells 
and  springs.  Five  samples  of  water  were  taken 
from  private  supplies,  four  of  which  were  found 
to  be  polluted  ; those  were  attended  to,  together 
with  three  other  doubtful  wells,  and  a pure  supply 
obtained. 
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Great  improvements  could  be  effected  in 
most  of  the  Parishes  in  the  provision  of  adequate 
water  supplies,  but  the  low  rateable  value  of  the 
Parishes  makes  it  impossible  to  do  this,  and  it 
must  ever  remain  so  until  some  outside  assistance 
is  forthcoming. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

There  is  no  serious  pollution  of  the  rivers  in 
this  district,  but  where  the  streams  are  near 
dwelling  houses  they  are  used  as  receptacles  for 
inorganic  waste,  such  as  bottles,  tins  and  broken 
earthenware.  This  is  noticeable  at  Sidbury  and 
Gittisham.  Notice  boards  have  been  erected  at 
Sidbury,  and  the  Inspector  has  personally  appealed 
to  the  occupiers  at  Gittisham  to  remedy  this 
matter. 


Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

Sidbury. 

There  are  two  systems  of  sewerage  in  this 
Parish,  one  for  the  village  of  Sidbury  and  one  for 
Sidford.  Several  improvements  have  been  carried 
out  during  recent  years,  and  the  works  are 
satisfactory. 

Considerable  extensions  of  the  sewers  have 
been  planned  at  Sidford,  and  tenders  have  been 
accepted,  totalling  £900,  for  this  work.  This  will 
deal  with  the  new  houses  which  have  been  erected 
at  this  place. 
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Feniton. 

Further  improvements  have  been  carried  out 
to  the  village  system,  which,  together  with  the 
work  done  in  the  previous  year,  has  greatly 
improved  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  village. 

The  small  system  at  Sidmouth  Junction  has 
been  cleaned  out  and  continues  satisfactory. 

Payhembury. 

The  sewers  in  the  village  are  in  good  condition 
and  quite  satisfactory.  This  Parish  is  fortunate 
in  having  many  acres  of  land  over  which  the 
drainage  irrigates. 

Plymtree. 

The  small  works  at  Pencepool  continue  satis- 
factory, but  there  is  no  doubt  a compression 
scheme  is  required  to  deal  properly  with  the 
village.  The  Inspector  has  gone  very  carefully 
into  the  matter,  and  regrets  to  report  that  the 
expense  would  exceed  the  borrowing  power  of 
the  Parish.  The  same  applies  to  Branscombe. 

Salcombe  Regis. 

The  sewer  on  the  west  side  of  the  hill  has  been 
extended  at  a cost  of  £105  to  provide  for  the  new 
houses  which  have  been  erected  recently. 

The  Council  has  decided  to  la}/  down  a new 
and  complete  system  for  the  village  of  Salcombe 
Regis,  this  being  the  natural  sequel  to  the  new 
water  supply. 

Yarcombe. 

Several  repairs  have  been  done  to  the  sewers 
in  the  village,  and  the  whole  is  satisfactory. 


Closet  Accommodation. 


The  closet  accommodation  is  principally 


privies  and  earth  closets.  Water  closets  are 


insisted  upon  where  there  is  a sewer  and  water 
supply,  and  where  possible  the  privies  are  con- 
verted into  pail  closets.  The  kind  of  pail  closets 
which  the  owners  are  advised  to  provide  consist 
of  a galvanised  receptacle  somewhat  like  a small 
sanitary  dust  bin,  a loose  wooden  rim  is.  fitted 
as  a seat,  to  which  an  iron  cover  is  provided  ; a 
small  vessel  is  attached  at  the  side  for  earth. 
When  not  in  use,  as  it  stands  loose  on  the  floor, 
it  can  easily  be  emptied  and  the  floor  cannot  be 
contaminated. 


Seavengering. 


Scavengering  is  only  done  in  the  populous 
parts  of  Salcombe  Regis.  The  refuse  is  collected 
twice  weekly  and  is  disposed  of  on  the  land.  All 
the  fixed  receptacles  have  been  done  away  with, 
and  proper  covered  moveable  dustbins  are  insisted 
upon. 

The  Inspector  has  recommended  that  the 


Sidford  part  of  Sidbury  should  be  properly  dealt 
with  by  a house-to-house  collection  of  refuse 
for  several  years  past,  but  it  has  always  been 
objected  to  by  the  Parish  Council  as  being  un- 
necessary. The  time  has  now  come  when  the 


Rural  District  Council  should  act  and  arrange  for 
Sidford  to  be  scavengered. 
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Schools. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  Schools  is  in 
a fairly  satisfactory  condition.  The  greatest 
difficulty  is  the  water  supply.  The  recent  action 
of  the  Council  has  provided  a good  pure  supply  at 
Salcombe  Regis  and  Sheldon,  but  the  Schools  at 
Farway  and  Northleigh  have  not  a satisfactory 
supply,  and  efforts  are  being  made  to  provide 
one.  It  is  entirely  a matter  of  expense. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  District. 

Number  of  inspections  made  during  the  year  : 


Visits  to  Houses 

261 

,,  ,,  Slaughter  Houses 

34 

,,  ,,  Special  Slaughters 

14 

,,  ,,  Dairies,  Cowsheds 

82 

,,  ,,  Infectious  Cases 

21 

,,  ,,  Schools 

6 

,,  ,,  Food  Inspection 

8 

,,  ,,  Sewage  Disposal  Works  . . 

68 

,,  ,,  Bakehouses 

16 

Work  Done. 

Drains  Tested 

45 

Drains  Condemned 

28 

Drains  Repaired 

32 

Samples  of  Water  taken 

5 

Water  Supplies  Improved 

15 

Houses  Repaired  and  Whitewashed 

25 

Houses  Disinfected 

9 

Closets  Repaired 

16 

Informal  Notices  (by  letter) 

87 

,,  ,,  (verbal) 

63 
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Housing. 

The  General  Housing  Conditions  of  this 
District  are  similar  to  other  districts  that  are 
wholly  Rural  ; most  of  the  cottages  are  old, 
attached  to  farms,  and  very  low  rents.  At  times 
there  may  be  a great  demand  for  cottages  and 
overcrowding  result,  and  yet  a few  months  after 
there  may  be  cottages  standing  empty.  The 
reason  for  this  is  that  several  farms  may  change 
hands,  and  if  they  have  several  sons  or  daughters 
at  home  to  help  do  the  work,  then  the  labourers 
leave  the  district,  or  the  farmers  may  have  chaps 
to  live  in,  which  again  will  leave  vacant  cottages  ; 
and  when  the  reverse  action  takes  place  then  there 
is  a shortage  of  cottages  and  a demand  for  more. 

The  low  rents  make  it  difficult  to  get  repairs 
done,  and  owners  of  cottages  who  do  not  require 
them  for  the  farms  refuse  to  keep  them  habitable 
and  let  them  down. 

The  shortage  has  been  met  by  erecting,  or 
proposing  to  erect,  cottages  in  the  following 
Parishes  : — 


Sidbury 


Assisted  Housing  Scheme. 


. . 24  houses,  rent  8/-  per  week  and  9d. 

per  week  water, 
tenant  paying 
rates. 


y y 

y y 


y y 

y y y y 


Harpford 

Talaton 


• • 


34 


6/- 

6/- 
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Housing  Acts,  1923. 


Payhembury  . . 4 houses,  rent  5/-  per  week  and  9d. 

per  week  water, 
tenant  paying 
rates. 


Sheldon 

4 „ 

„ 5/- 

Far  way 

4 „ 

„ 5/- 

Buckerell 

2 „ 

„ 5/- 

Broadhembury 

2 „ 

„ 5 /- 

Cotleigh 

2 „ 

„ 5 /- 

Salcombe  Regis 

2 

„ 5/- 

y y 


y y 


Housing  Acts,  1924. 
Now  being  built. 


Awliscombe 

Plymtree 

Sidford 

Monkton 

Combe  Raleigh 

Northleigh 

Offwell 

Broadhembury 

Farway 

Cotleigh 

Dunkeswell  Abbey 

Widworthy 

Luppitt 

Payhembury 

Broadhembury  Colliton 


6 

6 

8 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

2 

2 

2 

2 


2 

2 

2 


Rent  not 


y y 


fixed. 

y y 


y y 


y y 


54 
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No  houses  have  been  erected  in  the  Parishes  of 
Southleigh, 

Upottery, 

Branscombe, 

Fen  it  on, 

Gittisham, 

Yar  combe. 

A subsidy  of  £100  per  house  has  been  granted 


private  persons  for  houses  built  in  the 

following 

Parishes  : — 

Branscombe 

Perrvman 

*_/ 

i 

house. 

y ) • • 

Huggett 

2 

houses. 

Dunkeswell 

Tapper 

1 

house. 

Salcombe  Regis  . . 

G.  Pyle 

1 

y y 

> > > y 

G.  A.  Northcote . . 

6 

houses. 

Sidbury  . . 

R.  Shrimpton 

2 

y y 

y y 

0.  J.  Summers  . . 

3 

y y 

y y • • • • 

Turbitt 

1 

house. 

y y • • • • 

Board 

1 

y y 

y y * • • • 

Sir  Charles  Cave . . 

4 

houses. 

y y • • • • 

F.  Joyce 

1 

house. 

y y • • • • 

H.  T.  Gater 

1 

y y 

Monkton 

W.  E.  Wakeley  . . 

1 

y y 

Sidmouth  Junction 

Mrs.  Hannaford.  . 

1 

y y 

Widworthy 

V.  H.  Evans 

1 

y y 

The  Council 

has  assisted  the  erection  of 

houses  by  grant  of 

a loan  on  mortgage 

as 

well  as 

the  subsidy  : 

Sidbury 

• • • • • • 

i 

Branscombe 

2 

Salcombe  Regis 

2 
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Overcrowding. 

Two  cases  of  overcrowding  were  discovered, 
and  in  each  case  it  was  found  possible  to  get  a 
larger  house  in  another  part. 

Fitness  of  Houses. 

The  majority  of  the  cottages  are  old,  stone, 
cob  and  thatch,  ceilings  low,  windows  small,  and 
stone  or  concrete  floors.  So  long  as  a rent  of  only 
2/-  or  3/-  per  week  can  be  obtained  we  cannot 
press  for  ideals,  and  have  to  be  content  with  safe 
and  weatherproof  construction. 

The  general  action  taken  in  dealing  with  unfit 
houses  is  by  interviews  with  owners  and  letters, 
and  legal  action  is  taken  generally  under  the  1875 
Public  Acts. 

Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the  Year. 

(a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately 

under  (b)  ) . . . . . . . . 52 

(b)  With  State  Assistance  under  the  Housing : 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority.  . 20 

(2)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  . . 21 

(1)  Unfit  Dwelling-houses. 

Inspection  : — 

(1)  Total  number  of  Dwelling-houses  in- 

spected for  Housing  Defects  (under  Public 
Health  or  Housing  Acts)  . . . . 95 

(2)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  which  were 

Inspected  and  Recorded  under  the 
Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regula- 
tions, 1910,  or  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  . . . . . . 10 


(3)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  found  to  be 
in  a state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to 
health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  2 

(4)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of 

those  referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub- 
head) found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  . . 65 

(2)  Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  Formal 

Notices. 

Number  of  defective  Dwelling-houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by 
the  Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  . . 60 

(3)  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A. — Proceedings  under  Section  3 of  the  Housing 
Act,  1925  : — 

(1)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Notices  were  served  requiring 
repairs  . . . . . . . . . . Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal 
notices  : 

(a)  By  Owners  . . . . . . . . Nil. 

(. b ) By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

Owners  . . . . . . . . Nil. 

(3)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  became  operative 
in  pursuance  of  declarations  by  Owners  of 
intention  to  close  . . . . . . 2 
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B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts.  . Nil. 

(1)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Notices  were  served  requiring  de- 
fects to  be  remedied  . . . . . . Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  which 
defects  were  remedied  after  service  of 
formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  . . . . . . . . Nil. 

( b ) By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

Owners  . . . . . . . . Nil. 

C.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  11,  14,  and  15  of 

the  Housing  Act,  1925  : — 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a 
view  to  the  making  of  Closing  Orders  . . Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  were  made  . . Nil. 

(3)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  Closing  Orders  were  determined, 
the  Dwelling-houses  having  been  rendered 

fit  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ^ ll . 

(4)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  . . Nil. 

(5)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  . . Nil. 
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Food  Inspection. 

Milk  Supply. 

No  action  has  been  taken  as  to  tuberculous 
milk,  and  no  licences  have  been  granted  for  the 
sale  of  milk  under  special  conditions. 

There  are  41  persons  registered  to  sell  milk, 
and  no  serious  defects  have  been  found  in  these 
dairies. 

Meat  Inspection. 

The  slaughter-houses  are  regularly  inspected 
and  meat  is  inspected  during  or  after  slaughter  as 
often  as  possible. 

During  the  pig-killing  season  35  notices  were 
received  of  pigs  being  slaughtered  either  at  farm- 
houses or  during  irregular  hours.  Most  of  these 
were  examined,  and  about  200  lbs.  of  meat  was 
condemned. 

The  only  method  of  disposal  is  by  burying  in 
the  ftelds. 

The  retail  shops  have  carried  out  the  Public 
Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  and  the  open  windows 
have  had  glass  frames  fitted. 

There  are  no  Public  Slaughter-houses. 

Slaughter  Houses.  In  1920.  Jan.,  1925.  Dec.,  1925. 

Registered  . . . . 9 . . 8 . . 8 

Licenced  . . . . - • . - 

9 8 8 
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Bakehouses. 

There  are  7 Bakehouses  in  the  District  ; these 
have  been  inspected  and  whitewashing  carried  out. 

A.  J.  Redfern, 

Dipl.  Lon.  Exam.  Board,  C.R.S.I.,  &c., 

Sanitary  Inspector . 


I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

DUNCOMBE  STEELE-PERKINS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health , 
Honiton  Rural  District  Council . 


$ 


I? 


